





forefront of adoption law throughout the country."
Morrison, 59, grew up in Davenport, lowa. She
became an English teacher after graduating from St.
Louis University in 1972.

But Morrison decided to switch gears and seek a
law degree. The John Marshall Law School invited
her to apply and she graduated from the school in
1976.

Morrison spent her first two years out of law school
working as law clerk for Ist District Appellate
Justice Robert J. Downing. She next worked at the
[llinois attorney general's office, where she
prosecuted consumer fraud claims.

From 1984 to 1997, Morrison practiced civil law at
three Chicago firms: Goldman and Marcus, James
P. Chapman & Associates [.td. and Mandel, Lipton
& Stevenson Ltd.

Morrison started her own practice nearly a dozen
years ago and handles all types of adoption cases,
such as agency, private, agency-assisted, special
needs, related, international and interstate
adoptions. She handles roughly 300 matters
annually.

Greenberg said Morrison is "extremely level-
headed, very practical. She is a very wise woman."
Brail said that Morrison gets to the point and
doesn't "sugarcoat anything."

"If you want an answer, she's going to give it to
you," Brail said. "If you don't want an answer, you
ought not ask the question."

Brail added that Morrison is a loyal friend and
colleague.

Several years ago, the law firm where Brail worked
for more than 25 years relocated to another state.
With Morrison's assistance, Brail decided to
become a sole practitioner.

"Kathleen spent hours on the phone with me ... and
gave me advice that sort of saved my career," Brail
said. "She was there when I needed her. She was
kind of a life transformer for me."
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